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Welcome to the second 
edition of The Green 
And Black Army. I 
hope you enjoyed the 
first issue. Feedback so 
far has been positive - 
so I thank that reader 
very much!

Thanks also to every manager who 
contributed to the Match Reaction pages – 
they couldn’t be produced if you didn’t all 
take the time to send the copy in. 

Please can you remember to send the 
results, report and images as soon after the 
last Saturday match of the month (this time 
it’s November 30) so I can start collating 
the information. My email address is 
below, so please send copy to that as I can 
immediately file it under each age group. 
Please can you not WhatsApp me. I already 
belong to five NPRFC WhatsApp groups 
and it’s hard keeping up.

Right that’s the housekeeping done.
So what is the big issue for me over the 

past four weeks or so? 
All I will say is that I’m so pleased our 

boys play for Nork Park Rangers FC?
I say that following the experience of 

my own team – the Colts Under 7s – who 
were involved in a complete non-event last 
month against Teddington Athletic Titans.

By the end of the first quarter, the Colts 
were 6-0 ahead, so we offered the ‘power 
play’ option, only to discover that they 
only had five players. So, one of our players 
volunteered to play for them, which was, I 
hasten to add, gratefully received by their 
manager, not seen as a patronising move as 
was never our intention.

However, even with their extra body, 
the Colts kept scoring. At one stage we had 

the Colts’ identical twin brothers scoring 
against each other, which confused their 
parents even more than usual. 

So what did we learn? We knew 
beforehand that Teddington had already lost 
heavily to  every other team in the league, 
but none of us could have anticipated before 
kick off just how pointless this game was 
going to be.

As early as the first quarter, the players 
on the other side looked bored and 
demotivated, while some just didn’t want 
to be on the pitch and looked thoroughly 
miserable by the whole experience.

As a team, the Colts had two choices. 
Carry on and win 24-0 (assuming the 
pattern of the opening 10 minutes was 
continued).

Or try and help the poor six and seven-
year-olds to enjoy that morning’s game after 
the thrashings of the previous six weeks.

The Colts leant them players, allowed 
them extra men and didn’t go for the throats 
trying to score goal after goal.

And it kind of worked. The looks on the 
Teddington player’s faces when they actually 
scored twice – and every single spectator 
cheered and clapped – was heart warming.

I ended my first column with the words 
‘let’s go out and win, but remember it’s the 
taking part that counts’. 

I hope that the selfless attitude shown by 
the Colts means that Teddington Athletic 
Titans will continue to take part, to grow as 
a team and to enjoy all the good times when 
they do arrive.

Go the Green and Black Army!
                                                       
        Tim Wood

                     Editor, The Green and Black Army
                                           t.wood@hgluk.com
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Now that the season is well under way and 
the October half term has been and gone, 
the league has taken a look at seedings of 
the teams and the divisions.      

Surrey FA move teams up or down 
divisions based on their results to date 

to keep the games 
competitive and 
ensure that all 
teams are playing 
at the correct level. 
I am delighted to 
report that the vast 
majority of our 
teams have either 
stayed in their 
division or been 
promoted.  

Meanwhile, the 
weather over the 
past few weeks has 
seen many other 
clubs unable to play 

their home fixtures due to waterlogged and 
unplayable surfaces. I am pleased to say 
that on most occasions, where requested, 
we have been able to reverse the fixtures to 
our pitches and the boys haven’t missed out 
on playing.  

As long as we don’t get too much snow 
and ice, our pitches should be playable 
most weekends during the winter period.

Finally, Surrey FA will introduce a 
Silent Weekend on November 23 and 24 
to remind us all that this is the player’s 
game, so let them play. There should be 
no verbal communication from coaches 
and spectators on the touchlines, but we 
do encourage all to applaud good play. The 
club is in full support of Silent Weekends 
and expect our managers and parents to 
participate. More information on Silent 
Weekends and why the FA have introduced 
them to youth football can be found on the 
club’s website. 

I hope that all our players and parents 
are enjoying the season so far and 
remember, win, lose or draw, it’s all about 
participating and having fun. 

Come on you moles!  
   Steve Regan
        Chairman, NPRFC

TEAMS ON THE RISE AS 
DIVISIONS REJIGGED 

Steve Regan congratulates all promoted teams, highlights the quality of the 
club’s pitches and requests respect is paid to Surrey FA’s Silent Weekend.  

n silent weekend: managers and supporters have been 
asked to be quiet during games on november 23 and 24.

BACK TO SCHOOL
by Darren Pearce 

While most of our members are enjoying 
their Sunday dinners with family and, 
perhaps enjoying the odd glass of wine, 
spare a thought for some of our dedicated 
managers completing their FA level 1 
qualifications.

 Earlier this year, I started looking 
into the FA Charter Standard. This 
accreditation is like the gold standard for 
grassroots football and is clearly a formal 
recognition NPR should be pushing 
towards. While we tick virtually all of 
the boxes, the one area we needed to 
improve was the amount of FA qualified 
coaches we currently have within the 
club. This led to various discussions with 
Surrey FA and fortunately it supported 
our request and generously gave us 12+ 
bursaries for managers to gain their Level 
1 qualifications. Level 1 involves 40 hours 
of classroom, practical and online study 
scheduled over four Sundays in a month 
from 9.30am to 5.30pm and also includes 

an evening first aid course. Our target is to 
complete the criteria in 2020.

 Luke and Grant were the first on-
board back in July. Next up was myself, Ali 
and Sid, who all finished last month. We 
thoroughly enjoyed the course which was 
delivered expertly by Lee Innes, our FA 
mentor.  

It covered every aspect of coaching and 
provides you with a much richer insight 
into best practice. 

You also meet 
various coaches from 
local clubs and get to 
play a lot of football 
during other coaches’ 
practice sessions.

Overall it was a 
great experience and 
you will definitely 
come away feeling a 
better coach for the 
experience. 

I would highly 
recommend any 

manager/coach to jump on board and 
invest the time. 

At the time of writing I think we already 
have another five or six interested.

Come and see me if you want more 
details about how to get involved.

n ali, sid and darren have now 
completed their Fa Level 1 badges after 
giving up sundays to complete the 
course.



TEAM RESULTS
5 October  
NPR 5  SFC Ewell 2 
Goalscorers : George P 2, Ollie P 2, James 
M 1 
Goalkeepers:  James M (20 mins), George 
P (10 mins), Isaac M (10 mins) 
MoM: Isaac M

12 October  
NPR 7  KIKO U7 Colts 1 
Goalscorers: George P 3, Isaac M 1, Ollie 
P 2, Arlo W 1 
Goalkeepers:  James M, Isaac M, George 
P, Ollie C (all 10 mins) 
MoM: Ollie P

Under 7 COLTS
by Tim Wood
 
October began with a home win after a 
hard fought game between two evenly 
matched sides. The goals were spread 
around the team with both Waring and 
Archer continuing their record of scoring 
in every game played for the Colts. The 
last quarter proved to be decisive when 
Wood was asked to play up front for the 
first time for the Colts and responded 
with a hat-trick in five minutes!

The second league game of the month 
saw the Colts come back down to earth 
with a bump when they suffered their 
heaviest defeat since they were formed. 
After conceding twice in the first three 
minutes, it was always an uphill struggle 
against a well organised side. 

Individual mistakes and a lack of focus 
proved costly on what was probably their 
worst performance as a team so far. It is 
always a good learning curve when you 
lose a game, so the hope was that the 

Colts responded well. They did that just a 
week later, but in farcical circumstances. 

The game proved to be a mismatch 
which was clear from the start when 
the Colts went 6-0 up inside the first 10 
minutes. 

The circumstances behind the 
scoreline will be explained further in my 
Editor’s Comment. The only plus was that 
every single player was on the scoresheet 
so confidence was high going in to two 
friendlies.

 The first of those was against Key 
Sports. Following the debacle of the week 
before, they proved to be the perfect 
opponent for the Colts to come up against 
as they were well organised and well 
drilled. The teams were evenly matched 
and the result was in doubt until the last 
few minutes.

Special mention to goalkeeper D 
Wardley who was Man of the Match for 
the second time in three games. 

He was also invited to play at Arsenal’s 
Academy recently conceding just two 

goals in 75 minutes. Very well played 
young man! 
 
TEAM RESULTS: 
5 October 
NPR 8 Nutfield Youth Rapids 5 
Goalscorers: J Wood 3, T Archer 2, D 
Marsh 2, L Waring 1, J Wardley 1 
MoM: J Wood (left) 
 
12 October 
Skills School All Stars 8 NPR 2 
Goalscorers : T Archer 1, L Waring 1 
MoM: D Wardley (middle) 
 
19 October 
NPR 17 Worcester Park Colts 2 
Goalscorers: We lost count 
MoM: J Wardley (right) 
 
26 October (friendly) 
NPR 5 Key Sports 7  
Goalscorers: R Blackman 2, T Archer 1, 
L Waring 1, J Wood 1 
MoM: D Wardley

MATCH ReACTion  
Four age groups played a minimum of three league games during October, with some 

teams playing a friendly too. Here managers provide their take on a busy month.

19 October  
NPR 5 Gemini U7 Colts 2 
Goalscorers: George P 1, Ollie P 2, James 
M 1, Isaac M 1 
Goalkeepers: James M (20 mins), George 
P (10 mins), Ollie C (10 mins) 
MoM: George P

26 October  
NPR 7 ESPA Juniors U7 Panthers 3 
Goalscorers: Isaac M 2, George P 2, Arlo 
W 2, Ollie P 1. 
Goalkeepers: Arlo W, James M, Charlie L  
and Isaac M (all 10 mins) 
MoM: Charlie L and Arlo W

Under 7s
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Under 7 YOUTh 
by Chris Maynard (who asked for all 
players who went in goal to be recognised)
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Under 8 COLTS 
by Stuart Ewin

TEAM RESULTS 
5 October
Horsley 12 NPR 5
Goalscorers: J Rolfe, R Symes, J Ewin, T 
Gea Gea, E Ball
MoM: T. Gea Gea (top left)

19 October
BB Lions 7 NPR 2
Goalscorers: O Stratten 2
MoM: J Goldsmith (below)

26 October:
Molesey 4 NPR 1
Goalscorer: J Ewin
MOM: J Ewin (top right)

The team has had a tricky month but have 
been competitive in every match. In most 
games the score line hasn’t reflected the 
performance and we seem to get punished 
for any errors. They still enjoy the games, 
are improving every week and are looking 
forward to the next round of matches.

Under 8 JUnIOrS
by Trevor Hayter

TEAM RESULTS
5 October
NPR 8 Carshalton Athletic 14
Goal scorers: Unknown
MoM: H Mackenzie

12 October
Earlswood 14 NPR 2
Goalscorers: Not given
MoM: Josh (below) and Andrew (bottom 
right)

19 October
NPR 4 Epsom and Ewell 4
Goalscorers: Toby 2, Luke 1, Kayra 1
MoM: Robert, Yanis, Leo and Joseph 
(below)

Best result of the season so far with a great 
performance all round. We came back 
from 4-1 down at half time to round off a 
fantastic performance, giving the boys great 
confidence for the games to come after 
half-term.

5



Under 8s

17

Under 9 COLTS
by Luke Eggar 
 
The team ended September in style winning 
7-0 against Warlingham Colts with a superb 
team performance.  
    We continued to progress in October with 
the work from the training ground starting 
to reward us on game days and winning four 
of our last five matches.  
    The captain’s armband was given to Ryan 
for the rest of the season as he was showing 
good leadership skills - so well done to him 
for this great opportunity and I am sure he 
will grab it with both hands.    
    Each player is starting to grow and find 
the position they are most comfortable 
playing now. We have had two to three 
months playing seven-a-side and playing 
week in week out is really helping the team 
to develop. 
    The Colts are showing a great team ethic 
learning more about how and why playing 
as a team is making us more successful, 
which we also talk about during each 
training session. 
    It is a joy to watch when the players are 
playing for each other and it is a great to 
see how eight-year-olds can adapt and 
teach us adults how to be so resilient and 
determined, which is extremely rewarding 
for both players and indeed myself as the 
manager. 
    I can’t wait for the run of fixtures up until 
Christmas and hope that we can enjoy a 
successful cup run.

TEAM RESULTS 
5 October  
AFC Ewell Eagles 1 NPR 5  
Goalscorers: Liam 2, Laith 2, Josh 1 
MoM: Stanley

12 October  
NPR 4 Alexandra United Academicals 6  
Goalscorers: Liam 1, Laith 1, Josh 2 
MoM: George

19 October  
NPR 3 Caterham Pumas 1  
Goalscorers: Jack 1, Laith 1, OG 1 
MoM: Laith

26 October  
NPR 1 Stoneleigh (Friendly)  
Goalscorers: Liam 1  
MoM: Josh

* The pictures on the left illustrate the team 
spirit the boys have generated and how well the 
training sessions under floodlights have helped.

by Sid Hussain

The under 9 Athletic team finished the first 
part of their league season with four wins 
from the six league matches played.
      As coach and manager of the team, I have 
seen so much progress and confidence in the 
boys individually and their overall team play.
      The good results in the first part of the 
season have seen the boys promoted to a 
new higher division, a well deserved reward 
for the effort put in.
        One interesting statistic - all 11 boys in 
the team have now managed to get on the 
score sheet at least once.

TEAM RESULTS
5 October
NPR 0 Nuffield Dragons 3

MoM: C Spencer-Smith (top left) 

12 October 
NPR 5 Woodmansterne Hyde 1
Goalscorers: B Macklin 2, O Marroun 2, 
Z Wood 1 
MoM : Z Wood (top right)

19 October
Stoneleigh 0 NPR 4
Goalscorers: C Spencer-Smith 1, O 
Marroun 1, B Macklin 1, Liam Goodwin 1 
MoM: E Stone (bottom left)

26 October
NPR 3 Reigate Priory Hawks 3
Goalscorers : O Marroun 1, L Goodwin 1, 
B Macklin 1 
MoM: B Macklin (bottom right)

Under 9 AThLeTIC

9s
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Under 10 COLTS
by Steve DeRidder 
 
October was a funny old month for the U10 
Colts. Coming off the back of 14 unbeaten 
games, we started well with a draw and a 
convincing win away from home.  
    We then met two very strong sides in a 
row both at home, losing both. The league 
was reconstituted and the Colts were one of 
only three teams to stay in their division.  
    I am sure we have learnt a lot about 
ourselves in the recent defeats and look 
forward to some good games against new 
teams in the reconstituted league.
    Congratulations to Jago who received 

his well deserved bronze medal last month 
(below right). 

TEAM RESULTS 
5 October 
NPR 1 Bookham Blades 1
Goalscorers: R de Ridder
MoM: O Meldrum

12 October 
Oxshott Royals 1 NPR 4
Goalscorers : C Nielsen 2, R de Ridder 1, 
J Turnbul 1
MoM: S Davis 

19 October 

NPR 1 Kingswood Blues 5
Goalscorer: J Graham 
MoM: C Nielsen 

26 October 
NPR 0 Walton Warriors 2
MoM: O Meldrum

 

 

Under 10 YOUTh
by Darren Pearce 
How things can change in a month! 

Following a slow start in September, 
the boys have bounced back in style to 
dominate October having delivered three 
wins, one draw and four clean sheets. This 
is such a great achievement against some 
top division one opponents

While the results have been good, what’s 
been even more pleasing is the Youth’s team 
spirit, organisation and game management. 

The transition phases in and out of 
possession have also been quick and highly 
effective. Individually, they have also been 
training well improving performances on 
the pitch. Two very happy coaches are 
really looking forward to November. 

TEAM RESULTS
5 October 
NPR 0 Whyteleafe 0
MoM: H Edwards

12 October  
NPR 2 AFC Kingston 0
Goalscorers: OG x2
MoM: S GeaGea and Joe Colton

19 October 
NPR 4 BB Soccer Lions 0
Goalscorers: S Gea Gea 3, A Mountford 1
MoM: W Gere & S GeaGea (right)

26 October
AFC Ewell Youth 0 NPR 1 (L Goodwin)

L Goodwin

10s
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Under 10 AThLeTIC
by Ian Higgins 
 
Having started the season with half the 
team new to club football both Ollie and 
I were keen to get the boys enjoying their 
football first and foremost and hopeful we 
could get some organisation and results in 
gradually.  
    We started September with heaps of 
energy and some great movement and 
goals that have had both the parents and 
managers incredibly impressed and proud. 
    After two wins, a draw and a very close 
loss, the boys have really started to gain an 
identity as a team.  
     October has seen some slightly 
stronger teams and a few more away 
games, however, the boys have worked 
incredibly hard, putting in some fantastic 
performances that could have gone either 
way. The camaraderie has been a joy to 
watch with Man of the Match accolades 
being earnt from all areas of the pitch.  

    A huge well done 
to all the boys that are 
in their first season 
who are putting in a 
huge effort in training 
and really gaining 
confidence in the 
matches.      
    We are looking 
forward to getting back 
playing after half-term 
and continuing the 
good progress made 
from our first seven 
games.

TEAM RESULTS 

5 October
Banstead Village Falcons 3 NPR 0
MoM: H Higgins
 
12 October
NPR 5 Kingswood Whites 5

Goalscorers: R Garett 2, H Parker 2, F 
Rolfe 1
MoM: F Rolfe

19 October
Leatherhead Youth 3 NPR 2
Goalscorers: R Garett 2
MoM: L Ribano
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Team: Under 7 Athletic

Childhood Nickname? 
N/A
What football team do you support?
Chelsea 
Most common instruction you shout 
from the sideline? 
“Get back”
What position did you play as a 
footballer?
I’m still playing, just about! I played right 
and left midfield in my younger years, 
then centre back and I’m centre forward at 
present 
Most memorable footballing moment?
My team AFC Links being 3-0 down at half 
time, then coming out in the second half a 
different team, me scoring a header from 
outside the box to make it 3-3 and going on 
to win the game 7-3 
Favourite film?
Deadpool
Favourite TV series?
Game of Thrones
Favourite kid’s movie?
Home Alone
Favourite music artist?
Biffy Clyro
Anything interesting still on your bucket 
list?
To go travelling with the missus once the 
kids are old enough to fend for themselves
Do you have any strange phobias?
No
Worst subject at school?
I only liked maths, PE and IT. I had no 
interest in any of the rest 
Favourite takeaway?
Pizza

Huge congratulations to Bill Rivers, 
manager of NPRFC U11s Colts, for winning 
our October Manager of the Month award - 
sponsored by Zaika Indian Cuisine, on Nork 
Way, in Nork.

Bill has been making excellent progress 
with the boys since they moved up to play 
nine-a-side football. 

The boys have been playing some 
brilliant football and went unbeaten in 
October scoring an impressive 17 goals in 
the processs. 

Bill has won a £40 voucher to enjoy a 
night out at the restaurant.

Last month’s winner, Chris Maynard, 
manager of Under 7s Youth, took his wife 
Caroline for a meal to celebrate their tenth 
wedding anniversary (below). 

* NPRFC Under 9 Athletic wore poppies 
at a recent game to ensure Remembrance 
Sunday, held to commemorate the 
contribution of British and Commonwealth 
military and civilian servicemen and 
women in the two World Wars and later 
conflicts, was front of minds. Well done to 
everyone!

QUESTION TIME AND 
MANAGER OF THE MONTH

Manager profile Player profile Manager of  
the MonthS CoombesGrant 

Stapleton

Team: Under 11 Youth

Position? 
Defender 
Nickname? 
J T
Age?
Ten
What is your middle name? 
James
What school do you attend? 
Cheam Park Farm
Which football team do you support? 
Chelsea
Favourite football player?  
Lionel Messi
Who is your funniest team mate at NPR 
U11 Youth?  
J Harper and T Melbourne
Top three favourite foods?
Big Mac, pepperoni pizza and ice cream 
(not all at the same time I hope, Ed!)
Which super hero would you most like 
to be? 
Batman
Favourite Film? 
Shazam
What do you want to be when you grow 
up?  
A footballer, or YouTube streamer
Favourite subject at school? 
PE
Favourite computer game?  
Fifa 20
Where was your most favourite holiday? 
Fuerteventura
If you could be an animal for a day what 
would you be and why? 
A monkey, so I can climb trees and play 
tricks on people
Why do you like playing for Nork FC?
They are a great team, my coaches are 
funny and I have made some great friends. 
Training is fun and I have become a better 
player since I joined the club. I love playing 
each week.

sponsored by

If you would like to be the 
subject of a manager or 

player profile speak to Vice 
Chairman Darren Pearce
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