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Welcome to the first 
issue of The Green and 
Black Army of the new 
decade.

While it was nice 
to have a few weeks 
off at Christmas, as 
soon the first Saturday 

of January arrived, the team I manage - the 
U7 Colts - were straight back at it, playing a 
‘local derby’ against the U7 Youth team. 

Neither side had a league game so the 
friendly was arranged knowing players from 
both teams would be itching to get back 
on the pitch. Luckily, thanks to the tireless 
work carried out on the club’s pitches by  
Chairman Steve Regan we played on a 
brilliant surface and the boys were able to 
work off the excesses of Christmas. 

While my Colts were able to fulfil their 
three scheduled league games in January, 
some other NPR teams weren’t so fortunate. 

Sid Hussain’s U9 Athletic, for example, 
played once (in the cup against Leatherhead 
Youth), which they narrowly lost, arguably 
due to a lack of match practice. Although 
Sid didn’t elaborate on the reasons for the 
postponements, I would guess that at least 
one was down to the condition of the pitch.

Few clubs are lucky enough to have 
a Steve Regan beavering away night and 
day to create some of, if not, the best 
grass pitches in Surrey, but surely the kid’s 
deserve better?

The growth in artificial surfaces is 
welcome and club’s lucky enough to have 
one mean their teams can get their weekly 
football fix. But 3G or 4G pitches come at a 
price - one that is far too expensive for the 
majority of clubs who ply their trade under 
the Surrey FA. Therefore, with the huge 

amounts of money swilling around The 
Premier League, why can it not be “taxed” 
to improve grassroots football facilities?

The PL does contribute money to 
other parts of football, but it is nowhere 
near enough. The football giant should be 
levied and the money given to the FA, who 
distribute it to the wider game.

Since 2000, the PL has contributed 
£301.9 million to grassroots projects, via the 
Football Foundation. For the financial years 
2016-2019, it has paid £71.4 million, which 
equates to 0.85% of the current £8.4 billion 
television deal for roughly the same period. 

Meanwhile, the FA says one in six 
matches were cancelled last season because 
of pitch quality, and only one in three 
pitches was deemed “adequate”.

It’s not good enough. Far too many 
boys and girls are spending their Saturday 
or Sunday mornings at home instead of 
playing the game their managers, coaches 
and parents are encouraging them to love! 

Any player who can’t bear the thought 
of the long summer months without any 
competive football should visit Epsom 
College on Sunday evenings, which is the 
venue for any budding Ben Stokes’ or Joffra 
Archer’s wanting to get their first feel of 
leather on willow. 

For an hour, youngsters can learn the 
basics of batting and bowling, while older 
players can hone their skills in the nets. It’s 
just £2 a session! The summer will offer the 
opportunity to take part in a competitive 
Surrey league for U8s to U13s. 

Whatever your sport, just play and enjoy!
Go The Green and Black Army!

Tim Wood 
Editor, The Green and Black Army                                    

                                           t.wood@hgluk.com
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HONOURS TO DATE:
2010/11 HAZELMERE TOURNAMENT WINNERS

2010/11 DIVISION TWO CHAMPIONS UNDER 12’S
2011/12 DIVISION ONE CHAMPIONS UNDER 13’S

2015/16 PREMIER LEAGUE CHAMPIONS U17 YOUTH
LEAGUE CUP FINAL FINALIST

2016/17 DIVISION ONE CHAMPIONS U18 COLTS
2016/17 HORSLEY TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS U8
2016/17 REIGATE TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS U11

2016/17 CUP FINALIST U10’S
2016/17 U17 DIVISION 1 CHAMPIONS

2017/18 U9 ATHLETIC  CUP FINALIST WINNERS
2017/18 U7 HORSLEY TOURNAMENT WINNERS

2017/18 U8 YOUTH HORSLEY TOURNAMENT WINNERS
2017/18 U9 YOUTH  HORSLEY TOURNAMENT RUNNERS UP

2018/19 U10 YOUTH HORSLEY TOURNAMENT FINALIST
2018/19 U 9   YOUTH HORSLEY TOURNAMENT SEMI FINALIST
 2018/19 U10 YOUTH SUTTON UNITED TOURNAMENT FINALIST

Front page pic: Six players received their well deserved  
Platinum Award for securing 20 Man of the Match Awards during 
their time at the club. They are Andrew T and Sammy GG from  
Under 10 Youth and Charlie W, Jack B, Mason J and Thomas M 

from Under 11 Youth. 

Find out about the latest 
club news and match reports at:

www.nprfc.co.uk

Follow us:

@NPRFC

PL: TIME TO PITCH IN TO 
SUPPORT GRASSROOTS 
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Wow, what a month we have had. Now all 
the mince pies are well out the way the 
season has continued where we left off 
before the Christmas and new year break. 

I am proud to report that we had four 
teams make it to the quarter finals of 
the cup this season, which in itself is a 
fantastic performance. Unfortunately, 
the Under 10 Youth, Under 10 Colts and 
Under 8 Athletic teams failed to make 
reach the semi’s. The Under 16’s were due 
to play their cup semi final on Saturday 
8 February, after January’s The Green and 
Black Army went to press, so we don’t know 
the result, but I wish them the best of luck. 

January has been an amazing month 
for our five and six year old boys attending 
the club’s Saturday soccer school. They 
took part in a festival of football on Sunday 
2 February at Nork Park wearing their 

special academy club kits and really looked 
the part. These are the players who will 
be representing the club with Under 7’s 
football next season.

We invited Horsley FC soccer school 
players and almost 40 boys had a fantastic 
time. It was a tremendous success and the 
club will be hosting another festival of 
football in the near future. 

In respect of our training venue 
at Nonsuch High School, I would 
like to thank all the parents for their 
understanding while the repair works are 
being carried out to the pitch. The club and 
managers have worked very hard to find 
alternative venues and I appreciate this is 
far from ideal for a lot of people. We are 
due to return to Nonsuch on 25 February. 
Come on you moles!    

         Steve Regan, Chairman, NPRFC

FANTASTIC PERFORMANCES 
IN CUP DESERVE PRAISE

Steve Regan congratulates all the teams who progressed to the final stages of the 
cup and highlights the success of the club’s first ever festival of football. 

n Lovin’ it: Boys from the festival of football clearly enjoyed
their first experience of playing together as a proper team.

STEPPING UP TO NINE-A-SIDE
by James Melbourne
Following on from a successful season 
in Division Three last year, myself, Steve 
Regan and the boys were looking forward 
to the step up into nine-a-side football. 
Along with the introduction of offsides and 
the removal of the retreat rule, it has felt 
like a big change this year which has really 
tested the players in the squad.

One of the biggest differences was the 
increase in physicality and competitiveness 
on the pitch in terms of covering space and 
in duels. 

It’s been a tough start but the boys have 
competed well in Division Two. Whether 
we have won, drawn or lost, there hasn’t 
been much between us and our opponents. 

One of the hardest balances has been 
trying to cope with the ability of opponents 
to sit high and immediately press on goal 
kicks, a big change from U7-U10 football.

Trying to develop the composure and 
decision making when to play, where to 
play to, where to receive and of course, 
when not to play short, has been testing, 

especially for the goalie and defenders.
Avoiding the testing situations, as well 

as mistakes, isn’t the best way forward 
as long as the players learn from them 
and start to be more autonomous with 
experience. It’s also realising that it’s not 
just about the player on the ball taking the 
goal kick, it’s more about the next player(s) 
in the chain. 

It’s been up and down with some 
successes and failure, and with difficult 
games, tough opponents and mistakes, this 
can bring about some nervousness on the 
ball. We don’t want players shying away 
but making decisions when they can play, 
which includes when the goalie chooses 
to play a short pass or a longer pass into 
space. We have tried to help find solutions, 
but it is very much a work in progress. 

We have scored more goals from 
opponents’ goal kicks (pressing and 
anticipating passes) than we have 
conceded from these situations ourselves.

The team has coped well with the 
bigger pitches with more importance on 

positioning as well as their ball work.
Impressively the defenders quickly 

started to get used to managing the 
defensive line and pushing up the pitch 
quickly. Keeping the boys playing as a 
team, supporting the man on the ball, 
playing quickly is what we have tried to 
encourage. We have been proud of our 
boy’s commitment and development of 
the last 18 months. They are a great group 
and I just want them all to continue their 
enjoyment and love of football.
n Learning curve: The U11 Youth team
has been challenged by the higher
standard of opposition but coped well.



7 December  
Stoneleigh Athletic 5 NPR 2

14 December 
Whyteleafe 3 NPR 3 
A tough game which saw the Youth holding 
the hosts 2-2, before taking the lead 3-2. 
They conceded an equaliser in the last 
minute, in what was an extremely strong 
performance.

4 January (Friendly) 
NPR Youth 6 NPR Colts 3 
Both sides should have met in a league game 
having previously been paired in the top 
division but the fixture didn’t happen.

UNDER 7 COLTS
by Tim Wood 

After a difficult time in Group One, 
having been promoted from Group Four, 
the Colts finally found their feet in the 
second tier. Three consecutive draws, 
including two stunning comebacks to take 
the share of the spoils, showed there is no 
lack of fighting spirit in the group. Five 
outfield players got on the score sheet 
during those games, so everyone has risen 
to the challenge when pushed forward,  

TEAM RESULTS 

7 December 
Whyteleafe 7 NPR 2 
Goalscorers: L Waring, T Archer 
MoM: T Archer (top left) 

14 December 
Oxshott 3 NPR 0 
MoM: J Wardley (middle) 

4 January (Frendly) 
NPR Youth 6 NPR Colts 3 
Goalscorers: J Wood, D Marsh, R 
Blackman 

11 January 

ESPA Juniors 4 NPR 4  
Goalscorers: L Waring, J Wardley, T 
Archer 
MoM: The whole team (top right)

18 January 
NPR 1 Gemini Colts 1 
Goalscorer: D Marsh
MoM: R Blackman

25 January 
Leatherhead Youth 5 NPR 5
Gaolscorers: T Archer 2, J Wood, D 
Marsh, J Wardley
MoM: T Archer

MATCH REACTION  
Christmas may have proved an unwelcome distraction for some of the players, such is there 

love of the beautiful game, but they were soon back at it in January, as the managers report.

11 January 
Home Skill School All Star 6 NPR 12  
Three free kicks for the hosts led to three 
goals. (But Youth still scored 12, Ed). 

18 January  
Stoneleigh Athletic 3 NPR 2 
A better performance before again, 
frustratingly, conceding in the final minute 
(no free kicks this time).

25 January  
Home Key Sports Saints 5 NPR 7  
Lovely foot work and passing in attack by 
the Youth and two goals were scored as a 
result of quick throw-ins.

UNDER 7s
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UNDER 7 YOUTH 
by Chris Maynard (who as always asked 
for all players who went in goal to be 
recognised) 

TEAM RESULTS 

UNDER 7 SUNDAY
by Darren Pearce 

This January saw the launch of a new U7s 
team made up of players across all three 
Saturday teams to get some extra football 
until the end of the season. We entered one 
of the top divisions in the Surrey Primary 
League, which has proven to be the right 
level. The boys got off to an amazing start 
winning their first two games convincingly. 

They struggled to break down defensive 
teams in the last two, but it’s a solid start.

TEAM RESULTS 
5 January
Burpham Juniors 1 NPR 5
Goalscorers: Teddy 2, Oliver C, George 
MoM: Oliver C

12 January
Guildford Saints 3 NPR 8

Goalscorers: George 4, Oliver C 3, Isaac
MoM: George

19 January
NPR 0 Eversley 3
MoM: Teddy

26 January
Yateley FC 4 NPR 3
Goalscorer: Isaac 3
MoM: Isaac (right)



UNDER 8s
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UNDER 8 COLTS 
by Stuart Ewin

TEAM RESULTS 
11 January (A cup game)
Molesey 3 NPR 1
Goalscorer: J Rolfe
MoM: T Gea Gea (below)

18 January
Carshalton Greens 6 NPR 0
MoM: R Symes (below)

25th January
Carshalton Yellows 5 NPR 3
Goalscorers: J Goldsmith, T Gea Gea, O 
Stratten
MOM: J Goldsmith (below)

January has proved to be a tough month. 
We lost a closely fought cup game in the 
final five minutes on a very boggy pitch in 
Molesey. 

The team was excellent leading into 
Christmas and deservedly got promoted 
into a higher division. We have had a 
couple of tough games in our new league 
against two strong Carshalton sides, 
combined with some illness within the 
team, which has meant that we have not 
really got the results we had hoped for.

However, the energy and work rate from 
the boys cannot be faulted and I’m sure 
we will start picking up results again in 
February.

UNDER 8 JUNIORS 
by Trevor Hayter

TEAM RESULTS 
11 January (A cup game)
Horsley FC 1  NPR 4
MoM: Ash and Robert (below)

A quick-fire hat trick from Ash in the 
opening ten minutes gave us the advantage 
in the first quarter. From then on it was a 
great defensive display only allowing the 
opposition a single goal. A special mention 
to Robert who pulled off some amazing 
saves.

18 January
NPR 3 Epsom and Ewell 2
MoM: Josh (below)

A really tough game against a much 
improved Epsom and Ewell side. The  
Juniors played really well to come back 
from 2-1 down to seal the victory with 
a deflected free kick.

25 January
Horsley Rangers 4 NPR 7
MoM: Ash, Yannis and Joseph (top right)

A real end to end game with some amazing 
performances from the boys. Ash scored an 
incredible solo goal, dribbling around the 
entire opposition team from his own area to 
cap a great contribution to the game. 

MoM was shared between Ash for his 
amazing solo goals, Yannis for a great 
passing performance and Joseph, who 
broke his finger the previous night, but still 
travelled to Horsley to show his support for 
the team. A great team ethic shown there.

UNDER 8 ATHLETIC 
by Bob Graham

TEAM RESULTS 
11 January 
NPR 3 Hersham 4
Goalscorers: D Zhang 2, A Brown

18 January
Banstead 2 NPR 0

25 January 
Wallington 3 NPR 3 
Goalscorer: C Dunlop 3

1 February 
NPR 3 Stoneleigh 3
Goalscorers: C Dunlop, D Zhang 2 
(below)
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UNDER 10 COLTS
by Steve DeRidder 

January posed an interesting challenge with 
several fixtures that we knew were going to 
be challenging, including Chelsea FC Girls 
Academy, a second round cup match against 
a Division Four side and a further game 
against a new opponent that we had not 
played before in our own league. 

This was all set against a two week 
Christmas break and the cancellation of 
training sessions, firstly because of the 
weather and then because of the ongoing 
issues at Nonsuch. 

All the excuses were ready to be pulled 
out of the bag, yet in reality they were not 

needed with three straight wins in January 
that saw us progress through to the quarter 
finals of the cup and took our ongoing 
record from December to seven without 
losing. 

Well done the Colts and a big thank you 
to our parents for their patience around the 
changes to training times and locations.

TEAM RESULTS 
11 January
NPR 3 Chipstead 0
Goalscorers : C Nileson 2, R DeRidder 
(left)

18 January
NPR 2 Chelsea FC Girls Academy 1

Goalscorers: C Nielson 2 (right)

25 January
NPR 2 Croygas 0
Goalscorers : C Cowhurst, Own Goal

UNDER 10 YOUTH
by Darren Pearce 

After an unbeaten run in December, we 
have really kicked-on in January, enjoying 
four home games and some excellent team 
performances. 

First up was a comprehensive 3-0 win 
against AFC Ewell Colts with all the goals 
coming in the first 15 minutes, via two own 
goals and Joe. 

Next up it was the Cup vesus Horsley 
FC. We should have led by four or five at 
half-time but only went in two up with 
goals from Joe and George. In the second 
half Aidan added a double to seal a very 
convincing 4-0 victory and a place in the 
last eight. MoM was Lucas (left), who gave 
an excellent performance in defence. 

Our third game was against Whyteleafe 
FC, which historically has always a very 
close fixture. We were the better team on 
the day and went in at half time 1-0 up after 
an excellent team goal finished by George. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t take our chances 
to put the game out of sight and a late 
scrappy equaliser meant the game finished 
1-1. MoM was George who was a rock in 
the centre of midfield. 

The last game of the month was 
against Carshalton Athletic, who are the 
strongest team in the league in my opinion. 
Unfortunately, we conceded early but were 
quick to respond and matched them for 
long spells. Harry hit the bar in the second 
half, but it finished 3-0 to our local rivals. 
Sammy and Willoughby, who both worked 

tirelessly in midfield during the whole 
game, were joint MoM (right).

10s
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UNDER 10 ATHLETIC
by Ian Higgins 

After closing out the end of the year with 
three wins on the spin it was nice to be able 
to tell the boys that we have been moved up 
a division,  showing how much they have all 
been improving.  

Since we have come back we have 
battled well but playing against significantly 
more organised and clinical teams has 
meant the results haven’t quite matched the 
performances. 

It has been a good learning curve for the 
boys and they have all had to up their games 
in order to compete and all made a big 
effort in doing so.   

January has proved a good month 
for R Garett who despite often being 
outnumbered and playing against some 
boys who are twice his size had bagged 
himself four goals to get his tally for 

the season up to an 
impressive 18.   

Well done to the 
boys this month as they 
have achieved these 
against some better 
sides and its shows the 
great progress they 
have all been making.  

Roll on February!

TEAM RESULTS 
7 December
NPR 2 SZ Skills 0 
Goalscorers: Own Goal, R Garett
MoM: L Ribano

11 January
Kiko 3 NPR 1
Goalscorers: R Garett
MoM: H Parker (top left, being 
presented with his Bronze Award by 

Chairman Steve Regan)

18 January
NPR 0 Ashtead Colts 4
MoM: B Stephenson

25 January
Redhill Youth Bengals 5 NPR 2
Goalscorers: R Garett 2
MoM: H Higgins 
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Team: Under 10 Youth

Childhood Nickname? 
Pearcey 
What football team do you support?
Chelsea
Most common instruction you shout 
from the sideline? 
“Midfield track back”, “win it back”, well 
done”
What position did you play as a 
footballer?
Mainly centre half, but also had spells in 
centre midfield and centre forward 
Most memorable footballing moment?
Winning the league in my first season 
as player/manager for Merton FC. The 
previous season they had finished bottom of 
the Southern Amateur League 
Favourite film?
Oceans Eleven
Favourite TV series?
Peaky Blinders
Favourite kid’s movie?
Toy Story 3
Favourite music artist?
Various, but it is hard to beat Oasis
Anything interesting still on your bucket 
list?
To hopefully watch England win the World 
Cup 
Do you have any strange phobias?
Not touching the door handle leaving toilets 
Worst subject at school?
Relgious Education 
Favourite takeaway?
Chinese or kebab 
Question from the Chairman. Why did 
you decide to volunteer with NPR? Since 
a young age I have always been involved 
with the running of non-league football 
clubs. I guess it is in my blood from my dad. 
I was always impressed by various aspects 
of NPR when I joined and could see the 
enormous potential that could be unlocked 
with more support. Four years on we have 
made huge steps, but we still need more 
help. Contact Steve at sr@nprfc.co.uk

Huge congratulations to Steve De Ridder, 
manager of NPR U10 Colts, for winning 
our January Manager of the Month award - 
sponsored by Zaika Indian Cuisine, on Nork 
Way, Nork.

Steve has been shortlisted for Manager 
of the Month previously, so it was only a 
matter of time before he won it outright 
with his team’s consistency and steady flow 
of results.

Steve has won a £40 meal voucher to 
spend at the restaurant (below).

Don’t forget that all club members get 
a ten per cent discount on take aways and 
when dining in by quoting the code NPR20.

* The next NPR competition will be the 
chance for four people to play a round of 
Gatwick foot golf and to meet and play 
against the world champion Ben Clarke. 
Keep an eye on the website www.nprfc.
co.uk for further details.

QUESTION TIME AND 
MANAGER OF THE MONTH

Manager profile Player profile Manager of 
the MonthL GoodwinDarren 

Pearce

Team: Under 10 Youth

Position?  
Forward, winger, defender 
Nickname?  
The Goalscorer/Freekick Specialist
Age? 
Ten
What is your middle name?  
Vandoorne
What school do you attend?  
Banstead Juniors
Which football team do you support?  
West Ham United 
Favourite football player?  
Sébastien Haller 
Who is your funniest team mate at NPR 
U10 Youth?  
S Gea Gea 
Top three favourite foods?
Pizza, fish and chips, roast dinner 
Which super hero would you most like 
to be?  
Ironman 
Favourite Film?  
Spiderman 2 
What do you want to be when you grow 
up?  
A footballer
Favourite subject at school?  
Maths
Favourite computer game?  
Fifa 20 
If you could be an animal for a day what 
would you be and why? 
A cat - because they seem to have so much 
fun messing around

sponsored by

If you would like to be the 
subject of a manager or 

player profile speak to Vice 
Chairman Darren Pearce
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